
8TH MEETING OF

FUNGAL INFECTIONS STUDY FORUM

MEETINGMINUTES

MEETING DATE: 10.11.2016 AND 11.11.2016
MEETING LOCATION: HOTEL RADISSON BLU, NEW DELHI



Following members attended the meeting.
1. Dr. Arunaloke Chakrabarti, Chandigarh
2. Dr. Atul Patel, Ahmedabad
3. Dr. Subhash Todi, Kolkata
4. Dr. Subhash Varma*,Chandigarh
5. Dr. Prakash Shastri, New Delhi
6. Dr. Rajeev Soman, Mumbai
7. Dr. Shivaprakash M R, Chandigarh
8. Dr. Ram Gopalkrishnan, Chennai
9. Dr Tanu Singhal, Mumbai
10. Dr Suneetha Narreddy*, Hyderabad

*Attended meeting only on 11.11.2016
Dr Shirish Prayag, Dr. Pradip Bhatacharya, Dr. George A D’Souza, Dr. Randeep
Guleria, Dr. O C Abraham and Dr. Arvind Baronia could not attend the meeting.

The members welcomed new members Dr. Suneetha Narreddy and Dr. George A
D’Ssouza in the board.

Minutes of last meeting held on 1.05.2016, at New Delhi
Minutes were circulated to all members. No comment or suggestion received from
members. The minutes was approved
(Action: No action required)

Recap of the last meeting
 Dr. Chakrabarti narrated the action taken in response to the decisions of the last

board meeting at Delhi. Further the issues were discussed with individual agenda.

Financial report
Dr. Shivaprakash presented the statements of the audited accounts since its inception in
2014 up to March 2016. The members desired to know the details under individual head
like masterclass, project, core account etc. He presented the same during the board
meeting on the next day. The members accepted the account details.
(Action: No action required)

Mycology Masterclass, 2016
Dr. Rajeev Soman briefed the members regarding the arrangements made for the
Masterclass, amount generated from sponsors, registrations, and scientific contents. The
members appreciated and congratulated him for his effort, though the delegate strength of
the conference was a bit low than expected. The members deliberated on future
improvement of the masterclass and conference. They felt that the timing of the present
conference was not ideal as it clashed with the other major conferences of Microbiology
and infectious diseases. The dates of the future meeting will be carefully decided to avoid
the situation. Moreover the masterclass will be planned well in advance so that



International faculty are booked in time. It was also desired that the conference should be
two days affairs instead of three days. However, the organizers of the future meeting will
take final call.
(Action: No action required)

FISF website
The members discussed the agenda in absence of Dr. Pradip Bhattacharya, who take care
of FISF website. It was desired that if any members fails to attend the board meeting due
to unavoidable reasons, he/she should detailed out the issues and progress of his/her
assigned agenda to another member, so that fruitful discussion can be made. The
members appreciated the effort of Dr. Pradip Bhattacarya for maintaining the website.
The old website still exists in the web and appears before the present website while
surfing. It was decided to remove the old website. The members discussed on various
options to make the website attractive and popular. It was decided to post the educative
materials such as publications, lectures detail of other resources and links to fungal and
infectious disease websites. The issues will be further deliberated in presence of Dr.
Bhattacharya. Dr. Todi was requested to look into the educational part of the website.
(Action: Dr. Pradip to remove the old website and maintain the present website in
consultation with Dr. Todi)

FISF Newsletter
Dr. Tanu Singhal circulated the copy of the first news letter to the members. The
members congratulated her for bringing out the first newsletter. After deliberation
members suggested her few modifications. However, she will decide finally considering
the suggestions. The newsletter requires wide circulation. To reach maximum numbers of
doctors interested in this area, email id’s of microbiologists, CIDS, and criticare group
would be provided to Dr. Singal by Dr. Shivaprakash, Dr. Ram Gopalkrishnan and Dr.
Subhash Todi respectively. Any pharma company is welcome to distribute the print
version of the newsletter if they bear the cost of printing. Otherwise, the print version of
the newsletter will be brought out only during the Mycocon Masterclass. For the
sponsorship of the news letter Dr. Tanu Singhal and Dr. Rajeev Soman would finalize
from the possibilities. The next issue of the newsletter would be ready by January 2017.
It was proposed to include a write up on Candida auris (Dr. A. Chakrabarti) and review
on the TDM (by Atul Patel).
(Action: Dr. Tanu Singhal, Dr Shivaprakash, Dr. Ram Gopalkrishnan, Dr. Subhash
Todi, Dr Rajeev Soman, Dr. A Chakrabarti, and Dr Atul Patel for the respective
task)

Joint CME with Industry – report and future course of action
Dr. Shastri informed that CMEs were held with the collaboration of sponsors whenever
thy plan. The SOP and draft agreement have been developed for this activity. No member
provided any additional suggestion.
(Action: Dr. Prakash Shastri)



Mucormycosis project report
Dr. Atul Patel presented the update on the progress of the study. The number of cases
enrolled is lower than expectation. The major objective of the study is to find the
prevailing treatment description of mucormycosis in this country. Nearly one third of the
patient enrolled left the hospital against medical advice without treatment. Therefore the
cases enrolled with full description of treatment are low in number. After deliberation it
was decided to extend the study for another year.
(Action: Dr. Atul Patel)

Invasive mould infections in ICUs, report
Dr. Chakrabarti presented the progress of this study. Of the 15 proposed centers, 11 could
finally participate in the project after ethics clearance from the respective bodies. The
enrolled case numbers are below than expectation. Considering the present scenario of
case enrollment, the project duration has been extended by 6 months to achieve the target
of 300 cases from 11 centers without any modification in the total allocated budget. The
members congratulated investigators of St. Johns Medical College, Bengaluru for
enrolling maximum number of cases.
(Action: Dr. Arunaloke Chakrabarti)

Therapeutic Drug monitoring of voriconazole
Dr. Subhash Todi discussed the proposal. He felt that during the ongoing project on
invasive mould infections in ICUs, it would be easy to perform TDM of voriconazole by
few centers. The members suggested to include the following centers; AMR, Kolkata,
PGIMER, Chandigarh; Kidwai Cancer Institute, Bengaluru; AIIMS, New Delhi,
Safderjung Hospital, New Delhi; NIIMS, Hyderabad; SRMCRC, Chennai; PD Hinduja,
Mumbai; St Johns Medical College, Bengaluru; Max hospital, New Delhi; TMC, Kolkata;
and Apollo hospitals, Chennai. The test for voriconazole drug level should be performed
at one center, preferably at PGIMER, Chandigarh.
(Action: Dr. Subhash Todi)

PCR standardization, multicentric study
Dr. A. Chakrabarti and Dr. Shivaprakash presented the plan of the study. The modalities
and the cost of the proposal was discussed. As it was the standardization procedure, the
board decided to grant the budget of Rs.1,50,000 from the FISF core fund to sponsor this
study.
(Action: Dr Shivaprakash and Dr. Chakrabarti)

Pfizer Educational Grant
Dr Subhash Todi informed the members that Pfizer is interested to provide an educational
grant to start the certificate program on fungal diseases under the umbrella of FISF. The
members discussed the issue and felt that Course module should be prepared and the
course duration should be restricted from 3-5 days. The proposal was approved in
principle. Dr. Subhash Todi was entrusted to prepare the fungal training module and the
budget essential to conduct this kind of study.
(Action: Dr. Subhash Todi)



Other issues:
Dr. George D’Souza desired that some registries in the field of fungal infections might be
created to know the epidemiology of fungal diseases of this country. The issue will be
discussed in the next meeting in presence of Dr. George.

Next masterclass, regional meeting and board meeting: Dr. Atul Patel agreed to

organize the next regional meeting at Ahmedabad during April 2017. The next
board meeting will be held during the regional meeting, at Ahmedabad. Dr. Prakash
Shastri volunteered to conduct the next Masterclass at New Delhi in 2018.
(Action: Dr. Chakrabarti, Dr. Atul Patel and Dr. Prakash Shastri)


